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first is that which ought to he last, and our last is
that which ought to be first.

The only way, therefore, in which we can put
ourselves in harmony with the truth of things and of
our own being, is by an entire inversion of the usual
attitude of our consciousness. ""A soul that knows
iteelfy1 he declares, "must know that the proper
direction of its energy is not outwards in a straight
line," that is, out from itself to an object, " but
that it moves in that way only by external influence ;
while the movement that really conforms to its nature
is round about a centre, a centre which is not without
but within it. In this, its true movement, then, it
will circle round that principle from which it derives
its life, and will attach itself to the same centre to
which all souls ought to cling. To that centre
gods ajways move, and it is because they so
iha& tfcey ar& gods, for that which is closely
to the central principle is divine ; while a
"that withdraws it&elf from that centre sinks
a man with his complex and animal nature."1
bids us remember that all this is merely
for the soul is not a circular figure in
^-'mov& in a circular course, and what
4his; metaphor is a relation of spiritual
nearness ami iepeadence. We have therefore to use

*An allusion to the 8ijplov iroticlXor xal xoXv^aXoy of Plato (Rep.
m o>.   Of. Pkaedrus, 230 A.